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Dear parents/carers and pupils, 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer break and are feeling refreshed and ready for another exciting year in Key Stage 2. We had a lovely time together during our transition mornings, and I am really looking forward to teaching your children for Year 4.
This letter outlines some key information for the year ahead. Attached, you will also find our Autumn Term curriculum map, which gives you an overview of the exciting topics and learning opportunities we have planned for the term.
ClassDojo 
Each day, you can visit our ClassDojo page to keep up to date with key messages and class news, as well as find information about your child's learning. We also enjoy sharing photos, videos and highlights of the exciting activities taking place in school.

Please note: ClassDojo should not be used to report concerns or urgent matters, as messages are not monitored daily or outside of school hours. If you have any concerns or need to discuss something important, please contact the school office or speak to me (or another member of staff) in the playground before or after school.

PE Information:  
PE lessons will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure your child brings their full PE kit to school on these days. During the Autumn Term, we aim to be outside as much as possible, even in cooler weather, so please ensure they have suitable clothing for the conditions. PE kits can be brought into school at the start of the week and left here until Friday if this is more convenient.

Homework  
Every Thursday your child will receive a homework task with either a maths or writing focus. Homework should be completed and returned to school by Tuesday. 
Some homework tasks may be challenging, and we encourage children to have a go independently before asking for help. We welcome parents and carers supporting their child where needed; however, it is important that the work reflects their own understanding as much as possible. This helps us identify any areas where they may need additional support in school. 

Children in Year 4 are encouraged to read their books as often as possible, both at home and in school. We ask that children have their reading diary signed three times each week to show that they have been reading regularly. Children who achieve this will also have the opportunity to be chosen for an award in class.

Times tables 
Times Tables are an especially important part of learning in Year 4. After Easter, your child will take the Multiplication Tables Check, a national assessment which tests their knowledge of the times tables up to 12 × 12. The assessment focuses on both speed and accuracy, so it is important that children become confident and fluent with their multiplication facts. These skills will also support their learning across the Year 4 maths curriculum and beyond.

We practise our times tables every day in school to help children prepare for the assessment. This gives them plenty of opportunities to build their confidence, improve their recall speed and become familiar with the format of the check. We also recommend that children practise their times tables regularly at home using TTRockStars, which has a mode that closely mirrors the format of the real assessment.
We will provide more information about the Multiplication Tables Check after Christmas. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Overview

	Day
	Reminder

	Monday
	

	Tuesday
	Homework to be handed in
PE day

	Wednesday
	Reading diary checked for signatures 

	Thursday
	Homework to be handed out
PE day

	Friday
	


Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I am really looking forward to the new school year and getting to know your children. Year 4 is a busy but exciting year, filled with lots of new learning, opportunities and experiences. I can’t wait to share all of the amazing things we will get up to together. 
Kind regards, 
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